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REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Dear Interested Party:

The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Gallatin National Forest Plan Amendment, Northern Yellowstone Winter Range Acquisition, OTO Tract has been completed and is available for your review and comment.  

Foremost, the EA addresses the allocation of appropriate Management Area designations to the 3,200-acre OTO Tract, to be incorporated into the Gallatin National Forest Plan by amendment.  Secondly, it addresses specific management objectives and guidelines for the 28-acre historic OTO Ranch.  

The objectives of this project are to:

· Establish a land use plan. 

· Provide and protect winter range.

· Protect threatened, endangered, and sensitive species.

· Preserve historic values.

· Provide public access. 

Based on the analysis presented in the EA, the Forest Service preferred alternative is 

Alternative 4.  This alternative would provide a preference for grizzly bears and ungulate winter range security, but also provide for the stewardship of the OTO Ranch.  The Forest Service would engage volunteers in supervised preservation maintenance projects at the site between June 15 and October 1, when there is little or non-critical ungulate use of the area and when grizzly bears are unlikely to frequent the lower elevations.  Preservation activities would include overnight use.

An existing route from Highway 89, past the lower administrative site to the current trailhead would be upgraded and reconstructed to provide site access.  The last ¼- mile of the Cedar Creek Road to the trailhead would be closed and reclaimed.  Motorized public access would stop at the current trailhead.  

The complete EA showing the alternatives and activities proposed is available for viewing and downloading on the Gallatin NF website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/.  To request a paper copy of the EA contact the Gardiner Ranger District at (406) 848-7375, or PO Box 5, Gardiner, MT 59030.

The Forest Service is seeking comments on the OTO Tract EA for consideration before making a decision.  If submitting comments, please provide specific facts that you feel should be considered, along with supporting reasoning.  Comments maybe submitted in writing, orally, or through electronic means.  According to the requirements of 36 CFR 215, in order to retain your administrative appeal rights you must provide substantive comments during the comment period that will end July 30.  Anonymous comments will be accepted and considered, however those who submit them will not have standing to appeal the decision.  Comments received, along with the names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record.  

Please address written comments to Walt Allen, Gallatin National Forest Archaeologist, Gallatin National Forest Supervisor’s Office, PO Box 130, Bozeman, MT 59715.  Comments may also be made to him in person or by phone (406/587-6941).  Electronic comments may be submitted to:  comments-northern-gallatin@fs.fed.us.  Please indicate “OTO EA” in the subject line of the email.

If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Walt Allen (see phone number above) or Ken Britton, Gardiner District Ranger (406/848-7375).

Sincerely,

KEN BRITTON

District Ranger
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