Cache-Eldridge Grazing Allotment - 2003

Questions & Answers:  

Why are you doing this analysis?

We are doing this analysis in order to improve resource conditions through a revision of the allotment management plan.  Also, the 1995 Rescission Act requires that the Forest Service do NEPA analysis on all active grazing allotments, when they are scheduled for review.  The Cache-Eldridge Allotment review is scheduled for 2003/2004.

What is the decision process? 

We recently notified the public of our intent to begin an analysis on this allotment and have asked for comments on potential issues.  This first comment period (scoping) closed Sept. 26, 2003.  Our next step is to analyze the comments/issues, do an environmental analysis, and then make a decision on the proposal.

Will you do an environmental impact statement (EIS) on this project?

At this point, we plan to do an environmental analysis.  The decision to do an EIS will be made if significant effects identified due to this action.

Why are you allowing grazing on land that’s recently been acquired for the purpose of wildlife habitat?

These lands were not acquired by the Forest Service exclusively for wildlife habitat but for a number of important reasons including wildlife, recreation, and cultural resources.  However, with the exception of a small portion of Section 1 (and Section 3 which will be purchased by the FS in the future), the acquired lands have all been historically grazed by livestock. 

Your proposed action refers to using grazing guidelines developed by the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest?  Why are you proposing to use these standards?   

We believe that these guidelines are more appropriate for this allotment, because they utilize several methods to examine and monitor riparian conditions.  Our current Gallatin guidelines only use one method of examination – percent of vegetation used.  The Gallatin National Forest will consider adopting the Beaverhead-Deerlodge guidelines during its Forest Plan revision or by site-specific Forest Plan amendment.
Why are you allowing cows to graze within the recovery zone for the grizzly bear?  

The proposal for grazing on this allotment is consistent with management direction for cattle grazing within the Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone provided by the Gallatin Forest Plan and the Final Conservation Strategy for the Grizzly Bear in the Yellowstone area.  Also, we know of no grizzly bear depredation on cattle or grizzly bear mortalities associated with this allotment.  

Why isn’t this land being used for bison habitat?

The Interagency Bison Management Plan (IBMP), which is the document currently guiding bison management for the State of Montana outside of Yellowstone National Park, specifies that bison will not be allowed outside of bison management zones.  The Taylor Fork area is not within a bison management zone.  

Will the current drought affect your decision about this allotment?

Drought will not determine whether or not we have this allotment; however, drought may cause us to make some adjustments in how we manage it from year to year through annual permit administration.  

Why are you proposing to divert water from a spring or creek to feed a stock pipeline?  

The primary reason is that making tanks available will likely reduce the amount of time that cows spend in the stream (or springs).   This action will also help to distribute cattle throughout the allotment rather than concentrating them in or near riparian areas.  No earth-disturbing activities are proposed in order to install the one-inch pipe used to divert the water.  The diversion will not drain (or dry up) the stream or spring.  Once the tank is full, an overflow valve stops additional flow from the stream.

How can expanding the size of the allotment help improve the condition of the land?

The total time cattle spend on the allotment will not change.  However, the increase in the land base will allow cows to spend less time in each pasture, thereby reducing riparian impacts and impacts to any one pasture.      

Why are you increasing the number of cows?

There are costs to the permittee associated with the current allotment. These costs (i.e., fences, water tanks, and personnel) will increase with the proposed allotment.  The increase in the number of cows will help offset these costs.  We anticipate that the increase in the number of cows (13%) will not have significant impacts to the resources. 

