Purpose and Need for Action on Cache/Elridge Allotment
The Hebgen Ranger District of the Gallatin National Forest proposes to update the allotment management plan for the Cache/Eldridge Allotment.  The purpose of this action is to improve rangeland conditions over the long term while providing domestic livestock grazing on the National Forest as directed by the Gallatin Forest Plan (1987).  

Overall objectives of the Proposed Action

Based on in depth field and in-house reviews, several objectives are proposed for this project:

· Improve any unsatisfactory riparian conditions and maintain good riparian conditions where they occur.

· Improve any unsatisfactory upland conditions and maintain good upland conditions where they occur.

· Supplement the riparian grazing standards for the allotment with those guidelines established by the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.

· Improve the distribution of livestock across the allotment to reduce areas of concentrated use, and to avoid drift off of the allotment.
· Improve rotation and deferment on the allotment.

· Provide for continued use of livestock grazing as allowed in the Gallatin Forest Plan.

Definition of Allotment Management Plans

An allotment management plan (AMP) is defined in the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) as a document, prepared in consultation with lessees or permittees, that applies to livestock operations on public lands, and (1) prescribes the manner in and extent to which livestock operations will be conducted in order to meet multiple use, sustained-yield, economic, and other needs and objectives, (2) describes range improvements to be installed and maintained, and (3) contains other such provisions relating to livestock grazing and other objectives found by the Secretary to be consistent with provisions of FLPMA.  The Federal Land Policy Management Act as amended by the Public Rangelands Improvement Act, allows for AMPs to be included in grazing permits (43 USC1752[d], as amended by 92 Stat.1803 [1978] and 36 CFR 222.1 and 222.2).
The Gallatin Forest Plan of 1987 provides guidance for grazing of livestock on National Forest System Lands within the Gallatin National Forest.  Overall goals of the Plan are to maintain or improve the forage resource and provide for a small increase in livestock grazing (Forest Plan p II-1).  The Plan also sets forth standards and guidelines that contribute toward achieving these goals and assuring that favorable and sustainable rangeland conditions exist into the future.  With respect to grazing, implementation of the Forest Plan is carried out in Allotment Management Plans.
Description and Proposed Action for Cache/Eldridge Allotment

The Cache-Eldridge Allotment is located at the upper end of the Taylor Fork drainage (see Figure 1).  It includes Cache Creek, Eldridge Creek and the upper end of Taylor Fork Creek for a total of approximately 9200 acres.  The majority of primary grazing range is in large meadows associated with the creeks.  Much of the remainder of the allotment is forested, although meadows are scattered throughout.
A portion of the Cache-Eldridge Allotment is in private ownership with several different land owners.  The permittee has agreements with the various owners for grazing privileges.  The majority of the private ownership is in some stage of transfer to the Forest Service either through purchase or trade.  Several sections are currently held in escrow, pending funding for purchase.  
The allotment is currently stocked with 221 cow/calf pairs from July 1 to October 15 annually, and is divided into 3 pastures:  Cache, Taylor Bottom, and Eldridge.  These pastures are grazed on a seasonally deferred rotation system except that Eldridge pasture is always grazed late because of the presence of tall larkspur.

A major stream restoration project was implemented on Cache Creek beginning in 1999. As part of this project, the Beaverhead Riparian Guidelines (Bengeyfield and Svoboda, 19981) have been used to manage this pasture.  Streambank destabilization, measured by hoof shear, has been the parameter to determine when cattle will be removed from the pasture.  In the other pastures, forage utilization levels have been monitored both in riparian and upland areas.
Activities associated with this proposal on the Cache-Eldridge Allotment include: 

· Increase the current number of livestock from 221 cow/calf pairs to 250 cow/calf pairs.  The grazing season will remain from July 1 to October 15.

· Create two new pastures in the Deadhorse area that can be seasonally rotated with the three existing pastures (see Figure 1).  The “Left Fork” Pasture will include the area north of Cache Creek drained by the Left Fork of Deadhorse Creek.  This pasture is approximately 825 acres with 145 acres of primary range (meadows, sagebrush grassland, etc), and 330 acres of secondary range (clearcut areas, open forest, etc.).  The “Deadhorse Pasture” will extend north and east and include a portion of the main fork of Deadhorse Creek. It is approximately 1120 acres with 445 acres of primary grazing range and 130 acres of secondary range.
· Install water systems in the new pastures.  Water will be diverted from a creek or from a spring using 1 inch pipe to a stock tank located on dry ground.  An overflow valve will be used so that once the tank is full, no additional water will be diverted.  The water source will be protected with the construction of a pole fence to exclude livestock but allow access by other wildlife.  The total developed area will be less than 1/10 acre.
· Incorporate into the allotment management plan additional land along Taylor Fork Creek.  This area is shown in Figure 1 in Sections 2 and 3 and is approximately 300 acres in size.  In addition, a small portion of Section 1 (approximately 50 acres) will be incorporated into the Taylor Bottom pasture.

· Install fencing in the new pastures and in Sections 1 and 2 and portions of the Left Fork and Deadhorse Pastures to contain cattle.  All new fences will be drop-down to provide for wildlife movement when the pastures are not in use.  
· Standard allotment activities will be conducted including:  maintenance of current fences and water developments; placement and removal of salt and mineral blocks; monitoring livestock utilization; adjustment of the grazing season in years of better than average or less than average grazing conditions; movement of livestock to better utilize forage and reduce impacts in sensitive areas.

· Supplement Forest Plan riparian utilization standards with the Beaverhead Riparian Guidelines for the entire allotment (Bengeyfield and Svoboda, 1998)1.
1Bengeyfield, P. and Svoboda, D., 1998.  Determining allowable use levels for livestock movement in riparian areas.  Rangeland Management and Water Resources, 243-257.







