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Date:  April 15, 2004   
Decision Notice Signed on Darroch-Eagle Creek Timber Sale

Forest Supervisor Becki Heath announced her decision today to harvest timber in the Darroch-Eagle Creek Timber Sale, located approximately four to six miles northeast of Gardiner, MT.

Supervisor Heath selected Alternative D-Modified that calls for the harvest of approximately 1.5 million board feet of live and insect-killed or damaged trees on about 195 acres in the Gallatin National Forest.  The decision also provides for the construction of about 0.9 miles of temporary road and reconstruction of 3.6 miles of existing road. 

Alternative D, which was identified as the preferred alternative in the revised environmental assessment, includes some modifications.  According to Forest Supervisor Heath, “In Units #9 and #14, we will not harvest whitebark pine, a potential food source for bears.   We have also added some seasonal road closures during general hunting season on three miles of Bear Fork Road #6961 and on 3.6 miles of Bald Mountain Road #6945.” 

Receipts generated from the Darroch-Eagle Creek Timber Sale will be used to reimburse funds borrowed to acquire the Taylor Fork lands in December 2003, as directed by the Gallatin Land Consolidation Act of 1998.

Copies of the decision are available on the Gallatin National Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin on the “Projects and Plans” page.  To request a hard copy of the decision, contact Barbara Ping at 406-522-2570.
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