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Date:  August 5, 2003 
PUBLIC INVITED TO TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLANNING OPEN HOUSES


The Gallatin National Forest will host six open houses to share information on the six draft alternatives for travel management planning that were released earlier this week.   The public will have the opportunity to visit with Forest Service staff and submit comments on the range of draft alternatives – no formal presentations are planned.  The open houses are scheduled as follows:


August 12

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Cooke City Fire Hall








Cooke City, MT


August 21

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Yellowstone Conference Hotel








315 Yellowstone Ave.








West Yellowstone, MT


August 26

5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sweet Grass County High School








501 West 5th Ave.








Big Timber, MT


August 27

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Gardiner Ranger Station








Highway 89








Gardiner, MT  


August 28

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Best Western Yellowstone Inn








1515 West Park








Livingston, MT


September 3

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Holiday Inn








5 Baxter Lane








Bozeman, MT

-MORE-

Page 2 – Travel Management Planning Open Houses continued


Copies of the draft alternative document are available for review on the Gallatin National Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/travel_planning.  (Note:  there is an “underscore” between the words “travel” and “planning.”)   Review copies are also available at all Gallatin National Forest offices.  CD copies of the document are available by calling (406) 587-6701.


Written comments on the draft alternatives should be postmarked by October 3, 2003, and mailed to:





Gallatin National Forest





Attn:  Steve Christiansen





PO Box 130





Bozeman, MT   59771


E-mail comments forms, which also have a deadline of October 3, 2003, are available on the Forest website listed above.


A draft environmental impact statement will be released in early 2004, at which time another public comment period will be held.  A final decision, which will establish opportunities for public recreation access on roads and trails, is expected to be made in late 2004.
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