	[image: image1.png]



	News

Release
	Gallatin National Forest

10 East Babcock Ave.

PO Box 130, Federal Building

Bozeman, MT  59771

406-587-6701

www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin


For Immediate Release                           Contacts:  Bob Dennee, (406) 587-6914

Date:  September 22, 2003


            Gallatin National Forest







            Ron Marcoux, (406) 495-9515







            Rocky Mtn. Elk Foundation

Forest Service Acquires Land Parcel Along Yellowstone River

The Forest Service, with the assistance of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Rigler family, recently acquired a 3.34-acre parcel of the Slip & Slide Ranch.   The 679-acre Slip & Slide Ranch, owned by Frank and Susan Rigler, is private land within the boundary of the Gallatin National Forest.  The ranch is located about twelve miles north of Yellowstone National Park along the east side of the Yellowstone River.    

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) purchased the 3.34-acre parcel in 2002 for $110,000 and re-conveyed it to the Forest Service.   According to RMEF Lands Program Manager Ron Marcoux, “ As part of an effort to maintain key migration corridors, this acquisition is another small step to maintain an undeveloped corridor for elk and other wildlife which summer in Yellowstone Park and then cross the Yellowstone River to go to winter ranges in the Dome Mountain area.  This parcel also maintains an undeveloped stretch along the “blue ribbon” Yellowstone River.  Many thanks to the Rigler family for working with the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Forest Service.”  

Becki Heath, Forest Supervisor for the Gallatin National Forest added, “We are grateful for the assistance provided by the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Rigler family.  This is prime river-front property that will enhance public recreational opportunities and help us maintain critical wildlife, scenic, historic, and ecological values.”  

The Forest Service took possession of the parcel on September 18, 2003.
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