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Taylor Fork

Gallatin National Forest Update      

November 2003
As part of an ongoing effort to keep you updated on projects and activities, here is the fall edition of our “Gallatin National Forest Update” newsletter.  We have just wrapped up Fiscal Year 2003 -- a very busy and rewarding year. I’d like to share with you a few of our major accomplishments.   In reading through this update, if you have questions or comments, please contact:  Lorette Ray, Public Affairs Officer, at 587-6703 (e-mail: lray@fs.fed.us).   Please feel free to share this information with others who may be interested.   

Becki Heath 

Gallatin NF Supervisor

Wildland Fires - The Gallatin National Forest experienced significant fire activity this past summer/fall with 60 wildfires that burned approximately 5,300 acres.  Local teams managed most of the fires; overhead teams from other units managed four of the fires.  In addition to fighting fires locally, one-third of the Gallatin’s workforce provided support to fires around Montana and outside the Northern Region.  

Fire rehabilitation work for the 2001 Fridley Fire (Livingston District) and the Purdy Fire (Bozeman District) continued with weed monitoring and treatments, trail drainage and stabilization, and road drainage stabilization.  The Forest also secured funds for Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) treatments for areas affected by the 2003 Rough Draw Complex Fires, which occurred primarily on the Livingston District.

Big Sky Lumber (BSL) Taylor Fork Lands - The Gallatin Land Consolidation Act of 1998 authorized the Forest Service to acquire approximately 54,100 acres of “intermingled” BSL lands in the Gallatin National Forest in exchange for an equal value mix of federal assets in Montana.   

Big Sky Lumber (BSL) Taylor Fork Lands continued

While most of the components of this Act have been implemented, the Forest Service is still in the process of acquiring four sections of BSL land in the Taylor Fork area.  In August 2003, the Forest acquired the second of these four parcels (639 acres for $1.125 million).   Two additional Taylor Fork sections (totaling 1,280 acres for $2.25 million) remain to be acquired.  Forest managers worked closely with Senator Burns recently to develop legislation that would provide the tools needed to acquire the remaining two parcels.  This legislation is a rider to the FY04 Interior Appropriations Act.

320 Ranch Purchase, Taylor Fork – The Gallatin NF, in partnership with the Trust for Public Land (TPL), completed a complex, multi-faceted agreement with the 320 Ranch in July 2003. The agreement covered the purchase of nearly all of the 320 Ranch lands in the Taylor Fork area and the resolution of key road and trail access issues in the Buffalo Horn and Taylor Fork areas.  Acquisition of the 320 Ranch lands is crucial to protection of key grizzly bear, elk, and moose habitat and sensitive watersheds.

Rigler Ranch Parcel Acquisition - With the assistance of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Rigler family, the Gallatin recently acquired a 3.34-acre parcel of the Slip & Slide Ranch.   The parcel is located about twelve miles north of Yellowstone National Park along the east side of the Yellowstone River. It is prime river-front property that will enhance public recreational opportunities and help the Forest maintain critical wildlife, scenic, historic, and ecological values.

Travel Management Planning - The Gallatin National Forest (NF) is engaged in an ambitious travel management planning process, which will establish future opportunities for public recreation and access using the Forest’s road and trail system.  Forest managers released a set of draft alternatives in late summer and asked the public to validate the range of alternatives.  Six open houses were held, which hosted some 300 interested citizens.  The comment period on the range of alternatives closed October 3 and netted some 4,000 responses, a number of which were postcards and form letters.  The next step in the process will be analysis of the comments, coupled with an effects analysis of each alternative.  We expect to issue a Draft Environmental Impact Statement in the spring/summer of 2004, at which time the public will have another opportunity to comment.  A final decision will be made in late 2004.  

New Vegetation Management Program – A team of Gallatin NF employees recently developed a new vegetation management program that will integrate fuels, range, weeds, wildlife habitat, and timber.  The new vegetation management program will focus on sustainability and managing long-term ecosystem health. Watershed/risk assessments will be a cornerstone of the program and will help forest managers determine if there is a compelling reason to manage vegetation in any given area.  Forest products will be an important outcome of the new program, but not a “driving” force.  

Hazardous Fuels Reduction – The Gallatin shifted approximately 70% of its hazardous fuels program to the wildland urban interface and “communities at risk.”  Three thousand acres were treated – all in compliance with smoke management guidelines.  

The Big Timber Ranger District developed a successful partnership with the Big Timber Volunteer Fire Department, Boulder River Watershed Association, sub-division homeowners association, and Natural Resources Conservation Service to implement a fuels reduction project on private land concurrent with National Forest System (NFS) land treatments in the Main Boulder corridor (southeast of Big Timber).  Seventy-five residences in the Boulder had fire-wise inventories completed.  Both NFS lands and private lands will be implementing fuels reduction beginning next summer.

Meeting with Small Mill Owners & Wood Products Workers – The Gallatin NF convened a meeting in July for about 30 small mill owners and wood products workers.  Members of the Gallatin Leadership Team were on hand to give updates on new policies and to hear suggestions about small timber sales.  Forest staff are continuing to meet with Congressional staffers and industry representatives.  

Bison Management - Over 40 percent of the Yellowstone National Park bison herd is infected by brucellosis, a serious disease for livestock and wildlife that causes abortions as well as delays in calf production.  When the bison migrate out of Yellowstone (i.e., Horse Butte near Hebgen Lake), they can transmit brucellosis to cattle on private and public lands in Montana.  The Munns Brothers, the National Wildlife Federation (NWF), and the Gallatin National Forest entered into an agreement in April to relocate the Munns Brothers’ grazing activities from their grazing permit on Horse Butte to the East Beaver allotment on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest in Idaho.  This relocation accomplished two key objectives:  1) it allowed the Munns Brothers to continue grazing  

on National Forest System land; and 2) it reduced the potential of brucellosis being spread from bison to cattle on the Horse Butte allotment.

Cherry Creek Native Fish Restoration –Phase I of the Cherry Creek Native Fish Restoration project was successfully completed this summer in collaboration with Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks and Turner Enterprises.   This project physically and chemically removes non-native brook, rainbow, and Yellowstone cutthroat trout from Cherry Creek (a tributary of the Madison River) and replaces them with native westslope cutthroat trout.  The project will take several years to complete.  

New World Response and Restoration Project – The Gallatin National Forest continued clean-up work on the unprecedented New World Mining Restoration Project near Cooke City, MT.  The Glengarry Mine closure contract was awarded to Hayward Baker for $2.9 million and includes preparing the portal area for plugging and backfilling; clearing the mine workings of muck and sediment; and grouting a major roof leak.  A second contract, for the McLaren Pit, was awarded to URS Group, Inc. for $3.9 million.  Clean-up work included consolidating a considerable volume of waste rock in the former pit and constructing a geomembrane cap and soil cover over 11 acres of consolidated waste rock.  

Rural Community Assistance Programs – As part of the Forest Service’s Rural Community Assistance Program, the Gallatin was instrumental in awarding almost $38,000 to the communities of West Yellowstone, Cooke City, and Big Timber.  Projects that received funding include:  Rendezvous (Ski) Trails (West Yellowstone); planning and design of an historical museum and community center (Cooke City); and construction of a Lewis & Clark native plant garden at the Crazy Mountain Museum (Big Timber).    

Grant applications for both the Rural Community Assistance Program and the National Fire Plan Economic Action Program are now being accepted through Jan. 15, 2004. Grant information and materials are available on the web at: www.fs.fed.us/r1r4/spf/grants/index.html.
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