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Forest Service Successfully Completes 

Final Phase of Gallatin Land Consolidation Act of 1998 


The Forest Service announced today that it has successfully acquired the last two Big Sky Lumber (BSL) sections in the Taylor Fork drainage, thereby completing the final phase of the Gallatin Land Consolidation Act of 1998 (Gallatin II).    The 1998 Act authorized the Forest Service to acquire and consolidate into public ownership about 54,100 acres of checkerboard ownership lands within the Gallatin National Forest. 

Becki Heath, Gallatin National Forest Supervisor, remarked, “The acquisition of the Taylor Fork lands is the culmination of years of stellar efforts by Forest Service personnel and partner organizations such as the Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, Trust for Public Land, and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.  The unwavering support of the Montana delegation, particularly Senator Burns and his staff, was also key to the successful completion of this project.”

Senator Burns was responsible for a key rider to the Appropriations Act of 2004, which gave the Forest Service new tools and authorities to complete the acquisition.  The new legislation allowed the Forest Service to borrow Land and Water Conservation Funds (LWCF) to pay off the final balance ($3.5 million) and then to reimburse the borrowed funds through a variety of mechanisms including excess timber receipts. The legislation also provided for the payment of interest to BSL landowners for the four Taylor Fork parcels that were held in escrow from 1999 to 2003.
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“These lands will continue to provide habitat for some of Montana’s most recognized populations of elk, deer, mountain goats, moose, bighorn sheep, and grizzly bears,” said Kurt Alt, Region 3 Wildlife Manager for Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks.  “The rapport of Montana’s Congressional delegation and the Governor’s Office was vital to the success of this overall land consolidation effort,” Alt added. 

Ron Marcoux, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s Lands Program Manager, stated, “This final acquisition caps the major efforts of many people over an extended period of time.  I want to commend the Trust for Public Land, the Forest Service, and the Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks for their diligent efforts.”  

According to Alex Diekmann, Project Manager for The Trust for Public Land,  “The Trust for Public Land is pleased to hear that the last component of the Gallatin II land exchange is finally complete.  The Taylor Fork is an ecological and recreational treasure many people have been trying to protect for more than 15 years, and The Trust for Public Land is pleased to have contributed to this effort.” 


The parcels acquired in the Taylor Fork represent 10,557 acres of the overall 54,100-acre land consolidation effort authorized by the Gallatin Land Consolidation Act of 1998.   
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