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"M" Trailhead Parking Lot Closed for Expansion and Paving

The popular “M” trailhead parking lot, located northeast of Bozeman off State Hwy. 86, will be closed beginning Monday, September 9, 2002, for paving and expansion work.  The parking lot is expected to be closed until the end of September.

The new parking lot will be paved and hold up to 30 vehicles at one time.  It will also be reconfigured to provide better traffic flow.  "We have designed the area with safety in mind for our users,” stated Bozeman District Ranger Jose’ Castro.  “We want to keep the vehicles off the highway.”

During the time that the parking lot is closed, temporary parking will be available in the “over-flow” parking area for the Fish Technology Center, across the highway from the “M” parking lot. 

Reconstruction of the parking lot is a joint venture between the Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Montana State University Foundation.  The partnership has accomplished much the last several years:  trails have been rerouted; the "M" monument has been stabilized; and scars caused by erosion on the mountain have been rehabilitated.  
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Ranger Castro praised Torlief Aasheim of the “M” Restoration Project for his efforts.  “Torlief was instrumental in raising funding for the reconstruction of the parking lot.  He raised $30,000, and the Forest Service agreed to match his efforts.  Soon, we will have a much improved parking area". 
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