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CAMPING RESTRICTION AT RAINBOW POINT CAMPGROUND 

DUE TO GRIZZLY BEAR-HUMAN CONFLICT
Due to a grizzly bear-human conflict that occurred Sunday, August 25, in a nearby area, camping has been restricted to hard-sided vehicles in Rainbow Point Campground.  The campground is located approximately 8 miles northwest of West Yellowstone in Gallatin County.  

According to Claude Coffin, Acting District Ranger for the Hebgen Lake Ranger District, “We are prohibiting sleeping on the ground and camping in tents or pop-up trailers/van at Rainbow Point Campground.   Coffin added, “We have also closed (to human entry) approximately 750 acres of National Forest land that lie southwest of the campground.”  The restriction at Rainbow Point Campground and the area closure are expected to remain in effect at least through the end of September.

Four individuals hiking in the Rainbow Point area on Sunday afternoon came in contact with a grizzly bear sow with two cubs.  A 38-year old male was injured and airlifted to Idaho Falls for medical attention.  
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Initial investigations were conducted by personnel from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Gallatin County Sheriff, West Yellowstone Police Department, Yellowstone National Park, and the US Forest Service.  According to Pat Flowers, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 3 Supervisor, “Due to the location and circumstances surrounding the incident, there are currently no plans to trap or relocate the bear.”


There have been no reported bear encounters or conflicts in this area during the past year.  However, Marion Cherry, Forest Wildlife Biologist, indicates that visitors may see more bears at lower elevations this year due to the lack of white bark pine seeds, an important fall food source.  Cherry also advised that visitors should take basic safety precautions such as hiking in groups, making noise, and carrying pepper spray.  
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