Hellroaring Road and Plateau

Due to an avalanche destroying a bridge over Hellroaring Creek this spring, we are unable to replace the bridge this summer to get the road open again to access to the Hellroaring Trailhead.  For this reason I have closed the road for public safety at the bottom of Hellroaring Road.  The road is closed to all traffic, except travel by foot, horseback or bicycle. 

We also have several other issues on the road section above the bridge.  I have requested an engineering review of the bridge and road situation to be conducted this summer.  Once I have this information I will determine how to handle the management of the road and the trailhead for the future. 

The two most obvious possibilities are to replace the bridge and repair the road to open it again for future use or to keep the road closed and develop a new trailhead at a different location.  Whatever the decision will be, it will take time to get the funding and to implement the solution for either option.  I expect the road to be closed the entire 2003 season and possibly longer.

/s/ Rand Herzberg

RAND HERZBERG

District Ranger

