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About This Update

Welcome to the Midewin Quarterly, designed to provide a summary of projects
and activities at the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie.

Midewin Team: Welcome to Logan Lee, Midewin's new Prairie Supervisor.
Logan has been the Forest Supervisor of the Chippewa National Forest in
Minnesota since 1998. She began her Forest
Service career at the Siuslaw National Forest in
Oregon, worked for seven years in Washington
and Oregon, followed by five years at duty
stations in Alaska, and five years in management
positions on the Pike and San Isabel National
Forests and Cimarron and Comanche National
Grasslands in Colorado. In 1995 she moved to
Washington, DC to serve in the Legislative Affairs
department at Forest Service headquarters,
including a year as a Congressional Fellow with
the American Political Science Association.

“I'm excited about the opportunities and
potential | see here at Midewin,” said Logan Lee.
“I think my experience in fire management and at the national grasslands in
Colorado are particular strengths | can bring to the Prairie Supervisor position.”

Logan replaces former Prairie Supervisor Frank Koenig, who retired last
June. Her immediate concerns will be the transfer of staff and administrative
functions to the new Midewin Supervisor's Office and the increasing
implementation of the new Prairie Plan, completed last February.

Midewin Hotshots: The Midewin Interagency Hotshot Crew has completed
its 2002 season and the seasonal crew members have left for the year. The
crew log shows that the Midewin Hotshots worked on 15 fires in 8 states this
year, including the infamous Rodeo-Chediski Fire in Arizona. Chicago Tribune
reporter Ellen Warren and photographer John
Smierciak took fire training and accompanied the
crew to an assignment in Nevada, resulting in a
great Sunday magazine article (September 15,
2002) featuring dramatic photos and a story that
highlights the hard work and safety commitment
of our crew.

Midewin Supervisor’s Office: In keeping with
the custom in the rest of the National Forest
System, Midewin’s new office building and the site
around it will be called the Supervisor's Office. The
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move in date has been delayed because we loaned some of our construction
funding back to the Forest Service to pay firefighting bills for the extreme fire
season nationwide. Expect an announcement later this winter!

National Public Lands Day: NPLD 2002 on September 28 was a
tremendous success at Midewin. The weather was perfect and 108 volunteers
came out to work in the native seed production gardens, remove old fencelines
or measure grassland structure for bird habitat, and clear brush away from a
historic homestead. NPLD is the largest one-day, volunteer, hands-on event for
public lands held annually, and this is the 4" year that Midewin has participated.
Thank you to the Midewin Alliance for getting the day started with breakfast,

and to ExxonMobil for providing lunch.

Clockwise from lower left: 1) Many volunteers chose to harvest prairie plant
seeds in the River Road native seed production gardens; 2) a hearty crew spent
the day clearing brush from the Crate Homestead so that mapping and
archaeological research can take place; and 3) some volunteers worked in

teams to measure grassland habitat structure.
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Planning & Project
Implementation Update

Read through the list of proposed projects. If you want to provide site-specific
comment on a project, get more information, or be placed on the project
mailing list, write or call the contact person listed for that project. We value your
site-specific involvement. A generic statement of interest in all projects is not
specific enough. Itis only through site-specific input that we can be responsive
to and incorporate your concerns into project development. The following
projects are in the process of being planned and/or implemented at Midewin:

Environmental Analyses
in Progress

Project Current Status
Drummond Floodplain & Middle Grant Scoping Completed 1/7/02
Creek Restoration Projects EA Comments

Due 11/25/02

West Side Recreation Trail & Day Use Area | Scoping Comments
Due 12/16/02

Woody Vegetation Removal Scoping Comments
Due 12/2/02

Decisions Issued

None issued this quarter.

Ongoing Projects

Drummond Floodplain and Middle Grant Creek Restoration: The
purpose of this project is to restore wetland areas near Drummond Road (west
of the Deer Run Industrial Park) and a stretch of Grant Creek (south of the
industrial park) for mitigation of impacts from development of the industrial
park. These restoration projects are under development by Midewin in
cooperation with the Army Corps of Engineers, CenterPoint Properties, and US.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The environmental analysis for this project was
released October 25,2002, and public comments are due by November 25.
Contact Karl Forge at (815) 324-6370 for more

information.

West Side Recreation Trail and Day Use
Area: Midewin's first permanent recreation
trail is proposed to run approximately 7 miles,
in two segments — approximately 3 miles will be
for shared uses and run from the River Road
native seed production gardens east and north
to the State Route 53 rail overpass, and
approximately 4 miles will be for pedestrians
only and will run from the River Road native
seed production gardens west past Prairie




Creek Woods and north toward the Blodgett Road restoration project. Also
included in this proposed project will be construction of appropriate trail
facilities such as trailheads, parking lots, toilet facilities, a day-use area, and a
horse trailer turn-around site. The trail will be designed to take advantage of
scenic views and grassland bird habitat along State Route 53 for bird viewing.
The trail will provide opportunities for observing sensitive plant species and
wildlife, along with interpretation of the River Road gardens and historic
resources along the trail route. Scoping for this project has begun and
comments should be received by December 16,2002. Contact Jesse Lovelace
at (815) 423-6370 for more information.

Woody Vegetation Removal: The purpose of this project is to: 1) improve
grassland bird habitat areas by cutting and removing trees and shrubs that have
grown up in old fence lines or were planted in hedgerows; 2) improve grassland
bird habitat by cutting and removing invasive trees and shrubs; and 3) enhance
native habitat within woodland, savanna, prairie, and wetland remnants by
cutting and removing non-native and invasive trees and shrubs. Scoping for this
project has begun and comments should be received by December 2, 2002.
Contact Renee Thakali at (815) 423-6370 for more information.

Implemented Projects

Grant Creek/Hoff Road and Mola Restoration: Restoration work has
begun at the Mola tract following compliance with NEPA requirements and the
May 2002 decision by the Prairie Supervisor to implement these projects. The
Mola restoration is a partnership with Corlands and Ducks Unlimited. For both
project areas, native vegetation will be established and hydrology restored to a
more natural condition. Contact Karl Forge at (815) 423-6370 for more
information.

Blodgett Road and South Patrol Road Wetlands/Native Vegetation
Restoration: Restoration activities continue following completion of NEPA
requirements and a decision in November 2000 by the Prairie Supervisor to
authorize this project. Native vegetation and hydrology are being restored on
610 acres of former cropland. Invasive trees and brush have been removed and
a major ditch has been filled in at the South Patrol Road site to prevent surface
runoff and cover any remaining tile outlets that could cause groundwater
drainage. Invasive trees and brush have also been removed from the Blodgett
Road site. Restoration work is continuing in partnership with The Wetlands
Initiative. Contact Renee Thakali at (815) 423-6370 for more information.

Demolition and Removal of Unneeded and Unsafe Facilities and
Structures: Removal activities continue following completion of NEPA
requirements and the decision by the Prairie Supervisor in April 2001 to
authorize this project. The purpose of demolition projects is removal of
potential public safety hazards, restoration of a more natural landscape, and
removal of habitat modifiers that encourage invasive, predatory, or other non-
native species. Planned for removal are 22 transite warehouses, 17 brick or
corrugated steel warehouses, 42 miscellaneous structures, a number of power
poles, and several miles of rail bed and roads. Work completed to date includes
partial demolition of warehouses and various other structures and features
associated with Army infrastructure. Contact Bill Mains at (815) 423-6370 for
more information.




Continued Agricultural Land Use from 2001 through 2005:
Continued row crop production and cattle grazing to manage habitat for the
upland sandpiper and bobolink were authorized in a March 2001 decision by
the Prairie Supervisor following completion of NEPA requirements. Nearly 1,700
acres are authorized for grazing, 1400 areas are planted in wheat, and over
2500 acres are permitted for soybeans, with most of those areas slated for no-
till wheat the following season. Herbicides to control weeds will be applied to
soybean fields, and fields will be held in a weed-free state until sufficient
supplies of seeds and plants are ready for large-scale restoration to either
grassland bird habitat or native prairie species. Contact Renee Thakali at (815)
423-6370 for more information.

Managing Vegetation with Prescribed Fire: Prescribed burning at
Midewin was initiated in 2002 following compliance with NEPA requirements
and in a decision in August 2001 by the Prairie Supervisor to authorize this
project. The first prescribed fires were conducted in December 2001 at the
South Patrol Road and Blodgett Road restoration sites. Ten sites within Midewin
will be managed for noxious weeds and invasive plant species through
prescribed burning when weather and other environmental conditions permit.
Contact Jeff Martina at (815) 423-7370 for more information.

Upcoming Projects

Future projects concerning Midewin's resources may require environmental
analyses with short turn-around time. Decisions may be necessary without prior
notification in this Quarterly. However, as projects come up for consideration,
or if you wish to obtain copies of available documents, please contact the
Midewin Prairie Supervisor’s office at (815) 423-6370 or visit Midewin’s website at
www.fsfed.us/mntp.

Site-specific announcements and letters requesting public comments will begin
the scoping process in the near future for these projects.

And in Other News

“Prairie Ghosts” Attend Last Campfire: The tour program this year
introduced several new activities, including a series of campfire programs held
on site during full-moon evenings. The last campfire of the season was held
near historic Starr's Grove Cemetery, where the spooky woodland atmosphere
enhanced ghost tales by popular storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis. Appearing as the
descendant of a local family, the “Fox” wove prairie plants and animals, Indians
and homesteaders, into his stories and songs. This was the most popular
interpretive event at Midewin ever, attracting over 80 people of all ages.

Birdwatching Tours Continue Into Winter: While most public tours have
now ended for the year, guided walks for birdwatchers will continue on
Saturdays, November 23 and December 4. Much of the obscuring vegetation
and all of the pesky mosquitoes are gone. Hardy souls should call the office for
a reservation and plan on meeting at 7:30 a.m. at the Newton-Henslow
Trailhead.




Midewin Recognized with National Awards: Midewin was recognized at
aJuly 2002 ceremony in Washington, DC, with three national Forest Service
awards:

e 2002 Chief’'s Award for Ecosystem Management: For outstanding
work in implementing a vision needed to restore a deteriorated ecosystem.

e Chief’s Award for New Century of Service: For distinguished service
in the monumental task of establishing the first Forest Service tallgrass
prairie and restoring the land. The purpose of the New Century of Service
program is to support and acknowledge Forest Service employees, retirees,
and volunteers as they work with the public in addressing changing
demands on the nation’s forests. The program is centered on the 100"
birthday of the Forest Service in 2005, and is all about valuing the work of
the agency in stewardship and public service. (L to R: Eric Ulaszek, Anne
Mankowski, Eunice Padley, Bill Glass, Marianne Hahn, Fran Harty, Frank
Koenig, Renee Thakali, Larry Stritch, Jeff Martina. The pyramid is for the
2002 Chiefs Award for Ecosystem Management; the wooden plaque is for
the New Century of Service Award. )
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e Forest Service Emergency Response Award: Nearly 200 employees
of the Forest Service nationwide were recognized for their service in
responding to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center on
September 11, and the anthrax attacks that followed. The 20-member
Midewin Interagency Hotshot Crew was stationed in New York City for two
weeks helping the Federal Emergency Management Agency run a
warehouse for distributing emergency supplies and equipment for rescue
and recovery operations. (L to R: Steve Little, Steve Parrish, Jeff Martina.)



The US. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age. disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TTY).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14" and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or
TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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