Gifford Pinchot National Forest

Page 5
Commercial Road Rules


GIFFORD PINCHOT NATIONAL FOREST

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

COMMERCIAL ROAD RULES

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2001

The objectives of the Commercial Road Rules are:

1. Provide commercial users with a uniform and timely system to determine use requirements on roads in advance of applying for authorizations or bidding on contracts.

2. Provide Forest Officers with a system to display road use requirements and to administer them uniformly with all commercial users.

3. Implement a responsive system for issuing authorizations or making other arrangements for authorizing road use to meet the special needs unique to any commercial user.

GENERAL ROAD RULES

1. Enforcement of the Commercial Road Rules is subject to rights granted in existing contracts, permits, and easements in force.

2. Commercial use is not permitted on any Forest Service road unless the user has a Forest Service permit, contract, or other written authorization (36 CFR 261.54(c).

3. Snowplowing without authorization or permit is prohibited.  For those roads shown on the restriction list with a restriction symbol of [S], no snowplowing will be authorized.

Asphalt surfaced roads can only be snowplowed with rotary or other approved rubber-tired equipment.  A variance can be made on this requirement if the average snow depth is over four feet and the equipment is not allowed within two feet of the pavement.  This variance, if allowed, can only be made in the snowplowing permit (R6-7700-465, Section C).

4. Permittees or contractors using National Forest roads must suspend their use when it will cause road damage, will damage other National Forest resources, or will result in unsafe conditions for other users.  Section 8 of this document gives examples of road damage.

5. Forest roads are subject to short-term traffic restrictions and/or closures due to seasonal or unusual weather conditions, user safety, or when necessary to permit reconstruction and maintenance.

Seasonal load restrictions, when activated, will be posted as follows:

Table 1. Seasonal Load Restrictions

	Conventional Tires

 (Bias Ply)
	Tubeless or Special

(Radial)

	Tire Width (In.)
	Load/Tire (Lbs.)
	Tire Width (In.)
	Load/Tire (Lbs.)

	7.00
	1800
	8.00
	1800

	7.50
	1800
	9.00
	1900

	8.25
	1900
	10.00
	2250

	9.00
	2250
	11.00
	2750

	10.00
	2750
	12.00 or over
	3000

	11.00 or over
	3000
	
	


6. The provisions of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 46.61 (Rules of the Road) are applicable to all motor vehicles operating on roads on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest and are enforceable by State and County law enforcement officers.

7. The weight, length, height, and width limitations of vehicles on National Forest roads shall be in accordance with RCW 46.44 (Size, Weight, Load) and will be enforced under federal or state regulations.  Greater or lesser limits can be established (36 CFR 261.12).

A permit is requited if loads will be transported in excess of highway legal limits.  Highway legal limits are specified in RCW 46.44 and the most recent issuance of “Overweight/Oversize Vehicle Permits” by the Washington State Department of Transportation.  Table 2 shows most of the current limitations for highway legal loads.

Table 2.  Highway Legal Limits

	Weight
	Single Axle – 20, 000 Lbs. Maximum

Tandem Axle – 34, 000 Lbs. Maximum

Tire Load – 600 Lbs./Inch of Width – Steer Axle

· 500 Lbs./Inch of Width – Other Axles

Maximum Axle group loads based on interaxle spacing as specified in RCW 46.44.041.  See Exhibit A. 

	Width
	8 ½ Feet

	Height
	14 Feet

	Length
	40 Feet – Single unit

53 Feet – Single trailing unit, 53’ – 56’ by permit

61 Feet – Two trailing units, 61’ – 68’ by permit


Two different permits are used to authorize movements of Overweight/Oversize vehicles depending on the circumstances of the movement.  The Standard Lowboy Authorization (GP-7730-7) is issued to timber purchasers, road construction contractors, permittees, and cost share cooperators during a prework or other annual meeting.  Other commercial road users can request a Standard Lowboy Authorization under a Road Use Permit.  This permit authorizes use for lowboys hauling loads up to the limitations listed in Table 3 and 4.

Table 3.  Standard Lowboy Authorization Axle Weight Limits

	Single Axle
	22,000 Lbs

	Tandem Axle
	43,000 Lbs.

	Tire Load
	600 Lbs/Inch of Tire Width


Table 4.  Standard Lowboy Authorization Weight Limits from Axle Spacing

	Distance in Feet Between First and Last Axles in a Group
	Weight Allowed (Lbs.) 

	7’ less than 10’
	Feet x 6,500

	10” less than 30’
	Feet plus 20 x 2,200

	Over 30’
	Feet plus 40 x 1,600


If any of the following conditions are true, application for a Special Overweight/Oversize Permit must be made through the District Ranger using form R6-7700-465:

a. Single or Tandem Axle weights exceed those in Table 3.

b. Axle group weights exceed those in Table 4.

c. Overall length of the vehicle and load exceeds 100 feet.

d. The width of the load or vehicle exceeds 14 feet.

e. A bridge will be crossed that is shown as restricted for the vehicle configuration to be used on the Standard Lowboy Authorization or in the attached road Rules Restriction List.

f. Posted bridge limits will be exceeded.

g. A Standard Lowboy Authorization has not been issued.

Application for Special Overweight/Oversize permits must be made in advance.  This advance notice is required to complete a structural analysis of bridges and pavements along the proposed route.  Advanced notice is required as follows:

a. Three working days for roads without bridges or major drainage structures.

b. Ten working days for roads with bridges or major drainage structures.

The permit process is summarized in Figure 1.











Figure 1.  Permit Process

8. Damaging and leaving in a damaged condition any road is prohibited (36 CFR 261,12(c)).  Damage is exclusive of the ordinary road maintenance described in the contract or permit.  If damage occurs, notice to the Forest Service is required.  Examples of road damage are:

a. Grouser marks on asphalt, concrete, wood, or metal surfaces.

b. Broken, bent, or removed bridge rails, guardrails, culverts, signs or signposts, markers, gates, or other structures.

c. Destruction of a road prism including ditches, base, and surfacing, or other items not correctable by normal maintenance activities.

9. The right for timber purchasers to use existing roads is granted under provision C5.12, but is subject to traffic rules that may be imposed under 36 CFR 261.54.

10. All local roads on which haul has not been authorized have a blanket U-restriction (see definitions in Specific Road Rules).  The reconstruction that may be required under this blanket restriction is limited to clearing, shaping, and drainage maintenance.  Local roads that will require more extensive reconstruction will be shown in the restriction description.

11. A U-restriction for aggregate placement applies to all roads on which haul has not been authorized.  Authorization for use may require placement of aggregate.

12. Unless otherwise provided in a contract, permit, or agreement, no road shall be blocked in a manner that is an impediment or hazard to safety, or conflicts with other users (36 CFR 261.10(f) and 36 CFR 261.12(d)).  It shall be considered an impediment if:

a. Slow moving logging, construction, or road maintenance equipment is operated without posting proper warning signs.

b. Logging slash or debris is deposited or left in roadway or turnouts.

c. Logs are yarded or decked on the road travelway or its turnouts or extend into the road travelway.

Application for permission to block roads or use them as landing or for other uses must be made to the District Ranger at least 5 working days in advance of needs.

SPECIFIC ROAD RULES

The Specific Road Rules modify the General Road Rules.  They will apply only to selected roads as shown in the Road rule Restriction List.  This list is kept in the Forest Supervisor’s office and district Rangers’ offices for inspection by users.

Table 5.  Specific Road Rules Restriction Types

	Code
	Description

	P
	No Commercial use is authorized.

	X
	Equipment or vehicles rated over 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight prohibited.  Alternate haul will not be approved.

	U
	Equipment or vehicles rated over 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight authorized upon agreement between user and Forest Service as to required reconstruction which user shall perform prior to use.

	R
	Use restriction as shown under Restriction Description.

	S
	No snowplowing permit will be issued on this road.


Approved by:   ____________________________

______________

                                     Forest Supervisor


         Date
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ROAD RULE RESTRICTION LIST

Apply for a Special Overload Permit.  Lead time is required to analyze the load on structures along the proposed route.  If equipment weights are on file, the permit can be processed quickly.





Proceed





No





Yes





Can you meet the requirements of the Standard Lowboy Authorization?





Contact your local Ranger District office or Forest Headquarters to obtain a Standard Lowboy Authorization as part of your contract, permit, or agreement.





Yes





No





Have you been issued a Standard Lowboy Authorization?











